[Granulomatous endocarditis caused by streptococcus].
Two cases of granulomatous endocarditis are reported. The patients developed aortal endocarditis refractory to antibiotics. Therefore, aortal valve replacement was performed. In both cases, Streptococcus viridans was demonstrated in culture and bacterioscopically to be the cause of infection. Histological examination of the valves showed characteristic endocarditis with fibrinoid necrosis and histiocytic granulomas. Streptococci were found in the cytoplasm of macrophages. The possible causes of this special form of infectious endocarditis are discussed.